Toxic activities of venoms from nine Bothrops species and their correlation with lethality and necrosis.
The comparison of seven toxic activities contained in venoms from nine different species of Bothrops and the correlation of each activity with lethality and necrosis was the subject of this study. The haemorrhagic, coagulant, necrotizing, myotoxic, proteolytic and phospholipase activities were not equally distributed among the venoms studied except for the oedema-inducing activity which was almost equally distributed among them. The correlation coefficient was estimated for each activity in relation to lethality and necrosis induced by the venom. Lethality was significantly related to haemorrhagic and oedema-inducing activities, whereas the necrotizing activity showed significant correlation with phospholipase and coagulant activities. Proteolytic activity presented a significant inverse correlation with lethality.